‘Academic freedom’ is ... [the] personal liberty to pursue the investigation,
research, teaching, and publication of any subject as a matter of professional
interest without vocational jeopardy or threat of other sanction, save only
upon adequate demonstration of an inexcusable breach of professional ethics
in the exercise of that freedom. Specifically, that which sets academic
freedom apart as a distinct freedom is its vocational claim of special and
limited accountability in respect to all academically related pursuits of the
teacher—-scholar: an accountability not to any institutional or societal
standard of economic benefit, acceptable interest, right thinking, or socially
constructive theory, but solely to a fiduciary standard of professional integrity.
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